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Addressing Self-Sufficiency Together

United Way of the Lowcountry is focused on one clear goal: creating opportunities for families to
become self-sufficient. Yet, 39% of households in Beaufort County and 46% in Jasper County need

some form of assistance each month just to get by.

No single organization can solve this alone. That's why UWLC brought together a diverse Steering
Committee-including nonprofits, government leaders, educators, healthcare providers, and faith

communities—to collaborate on removing barriers that prevent families from thriving.

Understanding the Challenges
Throughout the summer of 2025, this group
met regularly to identify the most pressing
obstacles facing local families. They narrow
these to eight key areas:

e Livable Wage

e Technology Access

e Healthcare

e Food Security

e Affordable Housing

e Child Care

e Education

e Transportation

Priorities for Impact

On August 5, leaders come together to focus
on where the community can make the
biggest difference. Two priorities emerge:

e Education “Cradle to Career” -
Preparing community members from
early childhood through adulthood for
lifelong success.

e Affordable Housing - Ensuring safe,
stable housing so individuals and
families can thrive.

Addressing these complex issues takes time,
commitment, and difficult conversations
across all sectors of the Lowcountry. But with
collaboration and advocacy, real change
becomes possible.

Collaborative Leadership

The Steering Committee of the Community
Action Plan represents a broad spectrum of
community voices and expertise, from
education and healthcare to government and
nonprofit sectors. These leaders bring
valuable insight and shared commitment,
working across traditional boundaries to
develop innovative solutions and create
lasting impact for families striving toward
self-sufficiency.
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The result: This collaborative effort lays the groundwork for strategic,

community-wide action which will set families on a path to long-term

self-sufficiency and build a stronger Lowcountry.

See the back for a list of active

Steering Committee members.
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