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AI-generated content may be incorrect.] I’m not sure what the United Way does?
The United Way of the Lowcountry is a local organization that focuses on improving the lives of individuals and families in Beaufort and Jasper Counties, South Carolina, by addressing issues like education, financial stability, and health. They work to create a brighter future for the region's residents by focusing on self-sufficiency and providing resources for basic needs, education and economic mobility. We are a part of a larger worldwide organization known as United Way Worldwide. We are one of 1,100 independent, local United Way organizations across the country and of 1,800 globally. We are governed by our own local Board of Directors and led by our local President & CEO. We are not funded, managed, controlled or directed by United Way Worldwide. We are funded through community support.For Questions, Contact:
Tammy Ruth
Corporate Engagement Manager
843-837-2006 or 
truth@uwlowcountry.org


Frequently Asked Questions
Empowering Young Readers Across Beaufort & Jaspe




I get pressured to contribute. Do you endorse this?
Absolutely not. Giving to the United Way campaign is strictly voluntary. Your gift does make a difference, and we want you to make an informed and willing decision when you give.
Why do I need to give locally? I already support several national charities.
While we all have our favorite charities, UWLC is your community solutions provider and is uniquely positioned to both identify current and emerging needs in our two-county area and provide targeted solutions to local problems. We help with a range of programs and services that help our entire community for the better.
My spouse or parents already give, why should I?
The United Way depends on the generous support of everyone in the community. Many couples choose to give at both workplaces because they want to participate with their coworkers. It’s also a great way to support your individual company’s efforts in building community. By everyone doing their part, we can continue to provide critical services to those in need. Additionally, combined gifts of $1,000 or more are recognized as Leadership donors.
Do United Way donations support church-related activities?
UWLC only supports health and human services programs. We fund programs provided by agencies that offer a wide range of services including some that are affiliated with local churches. However, these programs are supported because they meet a critical community need and are not religious in nature or approach.
How is the United Way different from other nonprofit organizations?
United Way is different from other local agencies in several ways.
Unlike most other non-profit organizations, we provide financial support to other organizations working on Basic Needs, Education, and Economic Mobility issues.  We monitor the results of the programs we fund to make sure our donor’s investments are well spent, and we work with agencies to provide assistance and guidance when needed.
Unlike a community foundation, United Way also has direct services that fill needs not provided by other agencies.  We provide services such as Helpline and 211, the Becky Francis Dignity Project, Showers of Dignity, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), Read Indeed literacy programs, and disaster response and recovery.
And United Way works hard at the local and state level to bring leaders together to work collaboratively to tackle large scale problems that create barriers to self-sufficiency.  This includes working with our legislators, our school districts, universities, employers, and municipal leaders to advocate for change so that all members of our community have the opportunity to thrive.
No other single organization meets the broad range of needs addressed by United Way. 
Why give to United Way through my workplace?
You make a difference. You’re making a smart investment that benefits the entire community, not just one program, issue or population. This leads to a stronger, more sustainable place to live and work. United Way of the Lowcountry provides expert management of donor investments and brings the right people, ideas and resources together to solve the most pressing needs of our community and finds innovative solutions for lasting change. Giving through your workplace campaign is easy and convenient. Most importantly, it allows you to spread your philanthropy throughout the year.
Why do I need to give locally? I already support several national charities.
While we all have our favorite charities, UWLC is your community solutions provider and is uniquely positioned to both identify current and emerging needs in our two-county area and provide targeted solutions to local problems. We help with a range of programs and services that help our entire community for the better.
What if I don’t think I can afford to give?
We understand that not everyone feels they can give financially right now—and that's okay. Giving comes in many forms. Your time and talents are incredibly valuable, and volunteering is one powerful way to make a difference.  If you're ever able to give monetarily, even small amounts can go a long way—especially through payroll deduction. Just a few dollars each pay period can add up to a meaningful gift over the year. For example, skipping one latte a week could add up to more than $180 annually—enough to help prevent homelessness for a local family.  Whether it’s your time, your voice, or your dollars, every contribution counts and creates real change. We're grateful for whatever way you're able to support the community.
How is the United Way of the Lowcountry funded?
Like many United Ways across the country, United Way of the Lowcountry is supported through a diverse and transparent funding model. This includes annual workplace campaigns, special fundraising events, competitive grants, and generous contributions from individual donors. We also maximize support through corporate partnerships and employee payroll deductions, ensuring a broad and sustainable base of community investment.
Where does my donation go?
Your contributions help fund 14 nonprofits and 22 programs as well as services such as Helpline and 211, Showers of Dignity, VITA, Read Indeed and many more.   We also assist with disaster response/recovery, as well as large scale local collaborations focused on the most significant community needs within Beaufort and Jasper Counties. Our admin costs account for less than 20% and allows services to span the two-county service area!
Can I give directly to my favorite agency?
It's understandable to want to donate to your favorite charity, but United Way offers a unique opportunity to support a broader range of local needs. We do encourage donors to invest in one of our three priority focus areas (Basic Needs, Education, and Economic Mobility).  Consider how a donation to United Way can impact multiple agencies in your community, ensuring vital services are available to everyone.
How do people get help from the United Way?
Individuals in our community can get help by calling our Helpline at 843.524.4357, by dialing 211, visiting our website, or being connected through one of our funded agency partners. From there, we link people to programs that don’t just meet immediate needs but help them move toward self-sufficiency. That might mean tutoring and job training, financial coaching and tax prep, or access to food, healthcare, and housing. Our goal is to give families the tools to stabilize today and build independence for tomorrow. We are more than temporary relief—we provide pathways to self-sufficiency.
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